Dof*  Doc.  ^2424 


Cxh.  No 


Translotod  by 

Do fen 30  LanKU3go  Branch 


Al-J  lilCIDENT  OF  SHOOTING  HIRANII'A,  A 
iomsTEB  ViITHOUT  PORTFOUO 


About  81IO  a,TT>,  on  14  iiUgust,  Choku  NISHIYAKa,  then  33  years  oldt 
a  ShintC  priest,  (a  iiewbor  of  V.JOOTCt.USUBI-KAl .  moaning  faith-bound 
society),  of  Nakawa-mura,  l!aniwQ-gun,  OKAYAMA  Prefecture,  visited  at 
the  private  residence  of  a  minister  without  portfolio,  at 

149  I.ohomo,  Nishi-Ckubo,  Yodobashi-ku,  TOKYO.  Whilo  talking  with  tho 
llSinister  in  tho  waiting  room.,  NISHIYAMA  shot  at  tho  Minister  \‘?ith  a 
revolver  which  ho  carried  with  him  hurting  KIR.iNlB'A  in  tho  nock  and 
othor  parts.  Tho  sssaultor,  aftor  having  b'-on  arrested  near  by  the 
spot  by  ViOn  guarding  tho  rosidonco,  is  no.;  undor  a  strict  investigation 
at  tho  Metropolitan  police  Hoadquartors.  Tho  information  gathorod  so 


far  is  as  follov.si 

(1)  Tho  caroor  of  Choku  NISKIY.1KA  and  the  motive  of  his  t- k5^.3  tb  trc"* 


.issaultcn 

Choku  NISHIYAMA,  age-33 

A  Shinto  priost  (ro»-bor  of  Makotomusubi-kai  or  faith- 
bound  society)  I936  (Jaza  Shimowa,  Nakawa.^pura , 


♦ 

I 

I 


Man! wa -gun,  C!K.‘»YiJ>'..  Profocturo. 

(a)  Caroor. 

Aftor  having  finished  tho  upper  flMde  of  tho  NakawaHtiura  Elementary 
School  (at  bis  permanent  domicile),  NISHIY.’iMA  studied  at  tho  Ky5to 
Institute  for  tho  Study  of  Japanese  Classical .  Literature  (Kyoto 
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Kokugaku-in)  for  a  year's  period  sorowboro  about  the  l5tb  yoor  of  T  i 
(1926).  In  the  3rd  yeiir  of  Ehowa  (1926)  ^  passed  a  qualification 
for  Shinto  priesthood  authorized  by  the  Brofooturo,  and  in  tho 

3th  year  (1930)  served  as  a  priest  at  ttio  shrifi^iNishikoohl, 

Oohiai-Traohi,  a  town  neighboring  his  ixjrrnanent  dorricile,  for  about  a 
year.  Then  NISHIY^J/uk  boooTro  tho  loader  of  the  youn®ron's  dssooiation 
at  Nakawa-mura.  his  own  villagr.,  and  later  in  Docorrbor  in  tho  9th  year 
(1934)  ho  bocarpe  a  jariost  at  tho  NnlOiV-i  Shrine  1  still  later  in  the  13th 
year  (I938)  ho  served  as  a  tomporary  priest  at  the  T0KI»?0BI  Shrine, a 
profoctural  shrine  in  TSUY^*  City. for  about  a  year.  During  those  years. 
NIShlY^  bccaire  interested  in  a  roforn'  novoront  fror  about  the  7th^yoar 
(1932),  he  actually  participated  in  such  local  T^vewonts  as  the  ShiT^bu. 
kai.  tho  Inochi-kai,  tho  JunkyS  and  tho  Kiohibi  roj»listic  t^ovor^onts. 
Between  about  Itoreh  and  July  in  the  15th  year  (1940)  NISHIY.liA  received 
training  at  'the  liolcotonusubi  Dojo*  (a  faith-bound  school)  in  Aso- 
TNiohi,  Ibaraki  prefecture.  *iftor  cowploting  such  a  long  period  of 
training  ho  returned  to  his  native  villagB  whore  ho  organized  the 
Nakawa  branch  society  of  V^kototrusubi-kai  in  Novorrbor,  and  bocaTPO  its 
central  figure. 

(b)  Tho  iPotive  of  his  taking  tho  action.  . 

Tho  assaulter  has  boon  partipating  in  tho  so-called  refonr  P>ovow<ont 

since  about  the  7th  year  of  Shown  (1932).  Especially  since  ho  had 

-  •  •— 

participated  in  tho  "Kinno-«nkotorusubi  •  Fovow'ont  (tnoaning  royalistic 
faith-bound)#  bocarro  ruch  influenced  by  tho  "KakotOTUsubi , 

XshinkQEon*  (roaning  Restoration  public  opinion),  an  organ  magazine 
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of  Highly  educctivo  nature  in  tho  r'ovor’ont,  and  also  by  looturo  moot¬ 
ings  bold  in  both  OIUY.»lLi  and  IB.Jl.iGI  Prefccturos.  ConscQUontly  ho  -j 
booario  so  much  conoornod  about  tho  prosont  condition  in  the  Empire 
of  Japan  that  ho  decided  to  oxpol  tho  pro-.^nglo-.^morican  faction 
which  was,  to  his  mind,  trying  to  maintain- tho  status  quo  and  vaa  a 
real  scourge  to  tho  present  situation,  .\bovo  all,  NISHIY.!J.’-i  spotted 
Minister  HUhJ^UAA,  as  tho  leader  of  that  faction,  with  a  conviction 
that  to  oxpol  the  Minister,  who  was  a  progenitor  of  his  native  country, 
was  a  mission  given  to  him,  a  native  of  0IG'iY.3rA  jrofocturc.  Mean¬ 
while,  having  como  up  to  tOKYO  about  17  MISHIY JAi  hoard,  at  tho 

main  office  of  Makotomusubikai  at  2  Icchomc,  -itogo^achi,  Shiba-ku, 
Tokyo,  the  process  of  tho  resignation  bi'  tho  2nd  KONOE  Cabinet  en.-Jilcc* 
and  of  tho  formation  of  tho  3rd  KONOE  Oabinot.  In  tho  Ministerial 
change,  in  si)ito  of  tho  resignation  of  Foreign  Minister  MATSU0K»i  and 
others  who  hud  boon  regarded  as  tho  pro-i\xie  faction,  Baron 
romoinod  as  a  minister  without  portfolio#  This  turn  of  tUngs  was, 
to  the  assaULtor  unbearable  and  unpormissiblo  —  so  much  so  that 
fttppoars  that  NISHIY-Jia  thereupon  dsrdd  to  mako  up  his  mind  to  do  such 

a  committmont  as  this,  it  appears# 

(2)  Planning  for  the  assault, 

(a)  Movcffionts  of  NlSKIY.l'ji  boforo  ho  come  to  TOKYO  for  the 
decisive  action, 

Ohoku  NISHIY.A'_,  attendod  the  «Makotomusubi  Misogi  Koshukai 
(mnaninfi  falth>bouadppurlfdoatdonllpstnrs*) .  held  in  OIC'.Y^-i  City  on 
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1  Juno  of  this  yocr,  and  roccivod  training  fror  Jiro  AKUTAG-iWA,  an  i 

oxcoutivo  of  tho  central  office,  who  ca*^  to  OKiiY.tfrA»  On  tho  sarc  day, 

NISHIY.1CA  came  to  TOKYO  with  his  oor>rado,  Ryoji  OIC'tDA,  a  toaobor  of 

a  prinary  school.  On  tho  following  day,  ho  hoard  tho  seditious  ease 

for  YU.'i&t,  tho  foriflor  Lord  Koopor  of  tho  privy  Soal,  held  at  tho  Tokyo 

X^irdnal  Local  Court.  Thon  NISHIY.j11A  visited  tho  central  offioo  of 

Makotorusubi-kai  and  also  called  on  Shun  K-iTAOKA,  and  afterward 

wont  to  tho  ■Kasu-igaura  Ryo",  a  rosidontlal  hostol,  AaB-nochi, 

Profocturo*.  V.hilo  ho  was  staying  at  tho  hostol,  on  tho  19th 

NISHIY.'ilL‘.  attended  tho  opening  irooting  of  a  Makotorusubi-kai  hold 

in  Chlfiu  Profocturo}  ho  roturned  to  his  native  village  on  tho  sar'o  day. 

In  the  following  rK)nth,  when  another  Id-Bogi  KoshQkai  was  held  for  four  .ji 

days  starting  from  12  Fuly  at  Hassoku-rura ,  a  noigbbouring  village, 

with  sai  M-.TSUN.A1A  of  tho  Society  for  Japanistr  ns  leader,  NISHIY.MJi 
P«4 

at  tended  the  training  course.  On  tho  l6th,  being  accotrpaniod  by 
lS.iTSUM.iG..,  MISHIYAHA  caro  to  TOKYO,  and  hoard  tho  dovoloprcnts  of  t’.  ( 
organization  of  the  3rd  KONOYE  Cabinet  at  tho  central  office  of 
Mokotorusubi-kai,  On  tho  19th  ho  visited  tho  Ka8UT<igaura  hostol  again 
together  with  Konichiro  HOf-VA,  Jiro  AKUXAGATiA  and  others  to  attend  a 
pass  pooting.  On  tho  20th  NISHIY.MA  hold  a  carousal  in  a  oortnin 
•oa£^«  in  As5-^ohi  together  with  Shun  K.;T.‘jOK.i,  Hyakusoku  OKOTO,  and 
a  fow  other  Tnembors  of  tho  I'akctorusubl-kai  in  IBAR.’iOI,  FTofecturo} 
ho  returned  to  Tokyo  on  the  following  day  with  ICiTAOK...  En  route  to 
Tokyo,  howGVor,  NISKIY-MA  appoorod  to  have  consulted  with  K.\T.'.0K.'. 
in  the  train  about  an  assassination  plan  of  Mihistor  HDRANUMA  and 
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also  about  the  clothes  to  v.oar  on  the  day  of  action  and  the  funds. 

On  the  21st  ho  recoivod  100  yon  from  lOVT-liOKa  through  Takoshl  N/OCAiUBA, 

and  returned  te  his  native  horc  ence  on  the  22iid. 

Thus,  between  23  July  and  2  August  NISfflX^WA  had  frequent 

conversations  with  his  ooirrados  at  hie  hor*o,  ai^  secretly  prepared  for 

the  assault.  To  r»ontion  a  for;  outstanding  rovo"^nts  of  NISHiy-A'A 

during  this  period,  on  2?  July  ho  wont  to  the  okayara  Station  vrith 

his  corrados,  Nentai  IRISAWA  and  Ryojl  OIOU)A,  to  r-^ot  Takeshi  N;jC.ttniRA 

of  the  control  office  who  was  passing  through  that  station  on  his  way 

to  attend  a  discussion  rooting  to  be  held  at  Saoahima,  ICiCSARA 

profocturo,  fror-  t^iiTSUE  Oity,  Shimono  Profocturei  and  rode  in  the  sai^o 

« 

train  as  for  as  the  Uho  Station,  and  had  a  confidential  talk  with 
Ii:iK.AclIl.'i  in  tho  train.  On  the  roming  of  2  Aiigust  ho  called  on 
soiju  YODOGAhA,  a  lawyer  of  TSUYiiKA  City  and  President  of  tho 
K.'il  (moaning  tho  HIR*iNU«A  society),  and  received  fror  YDDCGAVA  a  Ict^-r 
of  introduction  to  EiYAUZU,  tho  socrotary  of  Minister  KIR.'JIXlh»'E, 
requesting  his  going  to  *okyo  to  present  to  tho  Minister  a  phylactery 
in  which  prayers  for  his  good  health  were  offered  and  to  ask  hir  to 

i>o 

rightist  on  a  banner  tho  narve  of  tho  KbfQ-kai  (a  rishtist  organi7ation) 
which  had  Just  been  organized.  At  6139  p.r*.  on  tho  sar«o  day  NISHIYAJ*A 
loft  tho  Tsuyara  Station,  being  sent  off  by  his  cor'rado,  Saburo  DOI. 

(b)  An  evidence  of  mustering  Tnon  of  the  sono  rind, 

Provioualy ,  NlSKIY^iM.*  had  confided  with  Saburo  DOI,  Maroru  MIICiN, 
Nentai  IPIS.A.rt  and  othoi  ro*-btrs  of  tho  Makotorusubi-kai  in  OKAYAI::, 
Prefecture,  Jiis  intention  of  assassinating  ran  in  tho  upper  stratuo 
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who  vroro  rogardod  as  pro-.inglo-.’»r'orlcans  ^nd  upholdors  of  the  status 
quoj  and  ho  prorisod  tho  porticiration  of  his  cor-rados.  At  first 
NlSHEY.AtA  did  not  have  any  particular  person  in  rind,  but  he  spotted 
Viniotor  HIRiNUt^  as  tho  prirary  victi»"  on  tho  ground  that  his  ro^^ain- 
•ing  in  office  as  a  rinistor  without  portfolio,  after  tho  July  political 

I 

ohange ,  roant'.nn  onlargor'ont  of  his  iniluonoo.  He  r^adc  up  his  ’"ind 
to  tako  charge  of  hlfuNUl'u  by  hirsolf.  Ho  had  in  "“ind,  then,  to  have 
IBI^V.A  and  K.A1J  tako  charge  of  two  or  thrcoo  iiro-.‘»nglo--.roricans  in 
tho  Cabinet.  Hov.ovor,  before  this  ratter  had  boon  definitely  dcoidod, 

NISKIYui'..  loft  for  TOKYO  alono. 

Loanv.'hilc,  it  is  a  fact  that  NISKIYAI'A  excluded  Soburo  DOI  because 
tho  latter  was  reluctant  to  tako  part  in  tho  schoro  when  asked  by 
NI8KIY.J.*.*. 

(c)  Tho  course  of  securing  tho  orrs. 

On  tho  occasion  of  his  return  to  his  hcr«  fror  his  attendance  of  a 
r^ass  rooting  of  the  Vakotorusubi-kai ,  hold  at  Ao5-rachi,  IB.Je'.GI 
Brofocturo  on  21  July,  NISHIY^-i  consulted  with  Takeshi  NaK.AiURa  on 
what  axTS  ho  should  select  for  tho  assault  —  revolvers  or  daggers. 

.it  the  saro  tiro,  thinking  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  a  r-vrlv>.i  . 
revolver ,  NISHIY.A'..  bought  a  dagger  at  ICIKUHIDE ,  a  bordwaro  store , 

Ginza,  Ky^ashi-ku  on  tho  saro  day.  And  when  ho  care  back  to  his  native 
place,  he  had  saburo  DOI,  a  m.crd  furbishor  aj^d  corrade,  sharpen  tho 
dagger  for  f^ractical  use.  Also  NISHlYiK..  called  on  Noboru  T0MCS.»V..i, 
tho  forror  branch  chief  of  ths  Koirin-kai,  OK.'iY.iIiii  City,  with  whor 
ho  was  already  acquainted,  and  consulted  with  hir  in  vain  to  obtain 

I 
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a  rovolvcr,  T^t^reforot  ho  ca»^  to  Tokyo  darryia/t  only  the  a?.£3or  v.ith 
hi»".  On  6  ..ugust  he  asked  Takeshi  N.'JC.'J'UR.'.  tc  obtain  a  pistol  rhich 
he  rocoived  on  the  9th  at  N.'iKi'J.'.UEA*B'fcoTna»  Later  in  the  saro  day,  ho 
called  on  bhun  K..T.*OK..,  and  asked  hit-  to  take  custody  of  the  said 
rovclvcr.  On  the  12th  NlSl-lIY;j.!a  rocoivod  the  revolver  ec-d  the  clothing 
(vjhioh  ho  ^.oro  at  the  tiro  of  the  assault), v/hilc  he  gave  the  dagger  and 
tho  Kokurin-Fuku  (Japanese  civilian  inUfcrt-)  to  Kakuji  FUKUDA,  a  clerk 
at  the  central  office. 

Previously,  NIShlYAI'A  stated  that  tho  source  of  the  nrr  (revolver) 

R-as  that  ho  had  brought  it  back  rith  hi-  ritheut  por-ission  fro-  tho 
Headquarters  of  tho  Cri5  .’umy,  tfhen  ho  was  returning  hc-o  fro-  Kanchuria 
after  declining  tc  be  placed  under  tha  ccr-and  of  Juiuicsuke  DATE, 
knoT.n  under  the  na-e  of  Soon  CH5  of  Knnchuiln,  soon  after  the  outbreak 

of  the  Cidna  Incident  in  the  12th  year  of  Shewn  (1937)*  However,  as 
ho  confessed  later,  it  bocaro  r'cro'andrwcrd-olosror  thbt  ho  received  the 
pistol  fro-  N-iilCJcmhii after  having  cere  tc  Tokyo  at  th'>t  ti-o.  Incidentally 
tho  revolver  used  for  tho  ossuult  woe  a  srnll  six -c ha— bored  auto— atio 
revolver,  Duan(7)  -ado  in  Spain,  nurborod, 

(d5  ^^^-evo-ont  of  NlSHIY.Jti  after  cotring  tr  Tokyo  to  ocr»-it  tho  assault, 
o  Cheku  NISHIY.1K..,  clad  in  a  Kokwin  Fuku,  departed  fro-  tho  Tsuya-a 
Station  on  2  ..ugust,  and  arrived  in  Tokyo  on  tho  3rd,  Ifc  stayed  overnit  .t 
at  his  sister's  (Yuki  .JC.J’DA.)  house,  27  3  -ohSro,  Higashi  Karata, 
Koratn-ku,  and  on  tho  following  day,  tho  4‘th,  paid  a  visit  tc  tho  central 
office  of  tho  l^akctcrusubi-kai,  whore  ho  stayed  for  several  days.  Ho 
passed  his  ti-o,  now  attending  a. gathering  of  tho  Nnnshinha  (a  southward 
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advanco  r.cvc-.ent  faction)  at  IC.J-ja.'c  (Jlnnku)  tosetbor  olth  lakcnhl 
NJCk.«u  and  Mlchilairu  Hiehl  (cn  the  7th>.  and  non  spondlng  his  tlo,  on 
mootings  with  shun  lUiT.iOKa,  Takeshi  N.JC.J.i!R;i  and  ethers,  on  tho  12th 
of  the  same  month,  NUmV-K,-.  cade  a  tclophcnu  call  to  H.fiKIZU,  Minister 
HnujUMa-s  iwerotary.  asking  hir  to  arrange  for  an  intervieu  .ith  the 
Minister.  Upon  receiving  an  ansaor  fror  tho  socretary  to  ocme  to  tho 
linister's  rosidonoe  abcut  JiOO  p.r,  on  that  day,  NISHIYag.  paid  his 
visit  there  at  tho  appointed  tiro,  nearing  tho  kirono  which  ho  had 
roeoivod  previously  from  K..TnOK...  At  tho_ Minister's  residoneo.  houevor. 
ho  was  told  to  oore  back  again  at  8.00  a.-,  on  the  IWh, .bcenuso  of  ‘ 
guests  already  there  bofere  him,  so  ho  returned.  In  the  evening  of  tho 
following  day  (the  13th).  Nlsstri-..  roved  from  tho  oer.tral  effleo  of 
tho  Maketorusubl-kai  to  0b5y8kan  (a  hotel).  1  Kotohlr..ehe.,Shiba.ku. 
Whore  ho  stayed  evornicht, 

(o)  Tho  oircunstancu  cn  the  day  of  tho  assault. 

on  the  day  of  the  assault.  NISHIY;tf*.s  get  up  obfUt  6,00 
hi-solf  in  a  kir-ono,  ccnooalod  the  j^oporod  rovcl»or  in  tho  pecket  of  t..o 
innor  skirt  cf  the  kirono,  and  calt«iy  oarrying  a  colored  paper  loft 
Ttra:uf.H:n  after  7i00  a.m.  by  aubwqy.  (This  pcckot  had  been  specially 
?a?chod  by  JUT-aOICa's  wife  by  tho  roquc:.t  cf  NISHiy.A'ai).  Ha  transferod 
to  tho  gevornront  line  at  Shi^bashi.  and  got  off  at  shinjuku.  Thon  ho  . 
reached  the  residence  cf  HER.mVA  cn  feet  about  a  little  after  8,00 
a.«.  ret  tlx,  Wnistcr  preten^inc  tc  request  hir  tc  do  so^ 

T^riting,  and  while  talking  in  the  drraring  rcon.  be  shot  KIRW-a  with 
tho  revolver  (six  charberod)  ccnooalod  undornonth  the  colored  pe^r 
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which  ha  carried  with  hiir.  Ha  waa  arrested  by  the  guards  (of  the 

ttetropolitan  Police  Board)  nearby  the  scene  of  action. 

(3)  Persons  under  ezairination  for  the  purpose  of  Investigating  this  case. 

.  (a)  The  Metropolitan  Police  Board, 

Officials  at  the  central  office  of  the  Makotoirusubi-kaii 

Tatsuo  itt'JVNO 
Shun  KATAOKA 
Takeshi  NAKitMlilRA 
Jir8  AKi;rAGAV.A 
Ryokai  MATSUDA 

Michiharu  NLSHIYAMA  \ 

Officials  at  the  loeal  office  (of  Aso  area  in  IBARAGI  Prefecture)  of 
the  Makotornuaubi-kai. 

;V  I 

Sokuhyaku  OKUDf  LI 

Masao  KONll.iA  | 

(b)  OKAYAMA  Prefecture,  1 

Local  Makotoirusubi-kai  re^bers  who  look  after  the  general  affairs  for  f 

the  society,  p 

I 

sword  polisher,  Saburo  DOI  Clerk  at  tie  v^lajic  of.*e-. 

Clerk  at  the  village  office,  i 

Marcru  i 

lianocb  EUAtf.'/t 
Nentai  IRISAV.A 

Teacher  of  a  prirviry  school, 

Ryr  ji  c:ua\ 

physician  Toshiya  NISKJMUU 
SHQYC  sauce  dealer, 

Tateichiro  SHIMIZU 

No  regular  occupation,  Rikichi  YAMAOUCHI 
JIWaBtoat,  Tataumi  Al^DC 
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PJjysioian,  Naofiapi  TERAO 

lasiateint  villago-rrastor , 

Hiroshi  NIl.AKA 

3®rbor,  KQtsuji  OZAKI 

Convenient  cooking  storo  dealer 

Ryuao  AOKAGE 

Shinto  priest,  Tatauri  NOGUCHI 

Fomr  OKAVa:*  branch  head  of  the  helrin-kni|  Hiyaian,  Noboru  raioSUVA 

Local  kahotoneahbi-kai  rerber  of  the  KAGAV.,.  Prefecture.  »ho  look  after 
general  affairs  of  the  society, 

Shinto  trie  St,  Shinren  KIYAKE  i; 

(c)  Those  connected  with  this  case  rho  are  suspected  Trost  up  to  }■ 

the  pront  tire, 

i'ikroru  KIKAN 
Nontai  HHISAWJi 
Saburo  DOi 
Takeshi  NriKAUURk.. 

Shun  KiiTAOKi'i 
Tatsuo  /AuiNO 

(4)  Condition  of  injury  of  Minister  HIRANUIA. 

There  are  about  nine  openings,  which  appear  to  have  been  caused  by 
bullotets  of  the  revolver,  on  the  left  side  of  his  face,  in  the  right  aide 
of  his  neck,  and  in  the  left  br-an.  There  is  a  abrasion  on  the  part 
equivalent  to  a  joint  of  the  ri^ht  side  second  ribs  and  costal  cartilage. 

There  are  also  bullet  wounds,  one  of  each,  in  the  central  part  of  the  rear 
tongue  and  in  the  xi£:.t  side  of  t:«  tongue  respectively.  In  the  root  of 
the  right  canine  tooth,  appears  to  bo  a  bullet  wound.  The  victir  is 
progressing  favourably, 

(Note  by  tranhlotor.  The  original  doourent  la  inco^pleto. ) 
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